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Catch Them Young!  
 

A 
t a General Audience on March 16, 

1966, Pope Paul VI explained that 

“holiness is within everyone’s reach” 

and that we only need two elements in order to 

become saints: “the grace of God and good 

will.” He guided and brought the Second 

Vatican Council (1962-1965) to a conclusion and 

subsequently established the Synod of Bishops 

at the request of the Council 

     Archbishop Romero remains an inspiring 

example — not only for bishops but also for 

young people — of how to live the teachings of that Council with courage 

through commitment to justice, to peace, and to the poor, even to the point 

of martyrdom. So, it is fitting that both Pope Paul VI and Archbishop Oscar 

Romero were canonized during the XV Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops on Young People in October 2018 as inspiring models of holiness, 

commitment, and courage for our young people (story on Page 16).  

Pope Francis made the youths the focal point of the Synod of Bishops 

when he said, “My dear young people, I am pleased to announce that in 

October 2018, a Synod of Bishops will take place to treat the topic: ‘Young 

People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.’ I wanted you to be the 

center of attention, because you are in my heart.” 

He urged youths not to be afraid to discover God's plan in their lives and 

to not tolerate injustice, violence, abuse of power, sexual abuses by the clergy, 

and indifference of globalization despite the noise and confusion seemingly 

prevalent in our world. 

Like the saying, “Catch them young and they will forever remain loyal” 

...there is clarion call for priests, religious, and laity to promote avenues and 

programs that will engage, dialogue, and accompany our Catholic youth in 

order to educate, catechize, deepen their faith, and empower them. Like St. 

Benedict urged the abbots to consult — even the young — before any 

important decision, because “the Lord often reveals to the younger what is 

best,” (Rule of St. Benedict, III, 3), so the Church urges all to listen to the 

voice of our young people, their doubts, their criticisms, and their exuberant 

faith. 

It is in this spirit that Fr. Emmanuel Adindu, MSP, who worked 

assiduously with the young people in Bowe, Malawi, for ten years, visited 

them recently from the United Kingdom. Fr. Joseph Kolade, MSP, shares the 

inspiring story in this edition of how Fr. Adindu’s tireless efforts to help 

youths discern their vocations, have borne tremendous fruits. Hence many of 

them have now become nurses, teachers, and prisons and immigration service 

officials in Malawi. 
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Our Responsibility to Young People Today 

P 
ope Francis ordered the 

XV Ordinary Assembly of 

the Synod of Bishops from 

October 3-28, 2018. The 

Synod focus was on young people, 

faith, and vocational discernment. 

The Pope realizes the place of young 

people in the Church and in the 

world. Young people are passing 

through so many things without hav-

ing time to really reflect at a deeper 

level and process what is going on in 

their lives. They take in so much and 

there is no time for digestion.  

Young people expect the Church 

to get involved personally in their 

lives. They expect to find the Church 

in the digital world, social networks, 

and media, since it is on these plat-

forms that their stories and drama 

unfold. The Church, following the 

example of Jesus Christ who met his 

disciples on the road to Emmaus 

(Luke 24,13-49), should follow the 

youth and meet them where they are, 

sharing with them in their journey. 

Young people have zest for life. 

They have enthusiasm, energy, and a 

strong sense of justice. They would 

like the elders to walk beside them 

and listen to them. They want to ask 

questions that bother their mind.  

They would like the Church to 

listen to them — yes, the Church 

needs to create a safe environment to 

listen to young people. In such an 

environment, the youth can be taught 

what it means to share in the mission 

of Christ as well as discern their voca-

tion in life, bearing in mind that voca-

tion is not limited to the priesthood 

and religious life. In such an environ-

ment, the Church can get to know 

the struggles of the young and how to 

help them. The youth need to be told 

that their mistakes are opportunities 

for growth. 

The Church and the world must 

listen to them and resist the tempta-

tion to dominate and stifle them. Je-

sus disappeared physically from the 

disciples at Emmaus but having en-

countered him, they carried him in 

their hearts. The same should be the 

case with the young people and the 

Church. They should be brought to 

encounter Christ in the elderly, the 

Church, and her ministers so that 

Christ becomes ever present in their 

lives. The author of  Proverbs writes: 

Teach your children the right way; 

when they grow old they will not 

stray from it (Prov 22,6). 

Similarly, the youth are asking 

adults to lay aside their agenda/plan 

in order to adequately respond to 

their concerns. Young people are 

obsessed with images, having a good 

time, L’Oreal syndrome (“Because 

I’m worth it), and so forth. When the 

youth are disconnected, they become 

adrift and settle for mediocrity.  

The youth need to know that the 

less we pray, the more God vanishes 

into the distance. The religious 

should be like a sycamore tree for the 

young. Jesus took notice of Zacchae-

us and even called him by name. In 

the same vein, adults, the Church, 

and her ministers need to recognize 

the young and call them by their 

names. This should happen in our 

institutions and above all, in the 

Church. 

Young people would not like to 

be intimidated or dominated rather 

they would like the Church to be pa-

tient with them even in their mistakes 

by Very Rev. Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP 

The Church, following the 

example of Jesus Christ 

who met his disciples on 

the road to Emmaus 

(Luke 24,13-49), should 

follow the youth and meet 

them where they are, 

sharing with them in their 

journey. 
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and weaknesses. The youth would 

not love someone who works for 

them but someone who works with 

them.  

The sense of community is highly 

cherished by the youth. Young peo-

ple need movements such as World 

Youth Day, pilgrimages, sports, mu-

sic, excursions, and the like. Occa-

sions like these are highly cherished 

by the youth. The Church can reach 

out to them in such forums.  

The young ones would like to be 

involved in decision-making, especial-

ly on issues that concern their dreams 

and aspirations. In as much as the 

youth need space and freedom, they 

also need guidance and direction; they 

need mentors. For Eli helped Samuel 

to discover God’s call (1Sam 3:3).  

In like manner, adults should help 

young people to discover and follow 

God’s voice in their lives. There is 

need for some connection between 

the youth and God the Father, that is, 

the mentor. Everyone has his own 

journey but it is important to feel 

connected in our journey of faith and 

the Church can make this happen.  

The youth want to learn, yes, As 

noted above, young people have a lot 

of questions and they are looking for 

answers to those questions such as: 

“Does God exist? If God exists, why 

do people suffer? Why so much evil 

in the world?” Lay adults, the 

Church, and her ministers must help 

young people to discover the mean-

ing of life and how to live meaning-

fully. 

 

 Right, above — Houston youth 

volunteered as altar servers for the 

annual MSP Appreciation Mass. At 

right, children in Malawi admire the 

motorbike of Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, MSP.  
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“I have come that they may have life to the full.”  

T 
he life and ministry of Jesus is 

replete with eternal messages 

and life-changing declara-

tions. Jesus referred to himself as the 

good shepherd, in the gospel of John. 

But most importantly, He said: “I 

have come that they may have life to 

the full” (John 10:10).  

Fullness of life is at the heart of 

the ministry of Jesus. Little wonder 

then that he cured the sick, fed the 

hungry, freed those in bondage, and 

raised the dead. 

The Catholic Church, through her 

institutions, has done very well in 

living out this declaration by Jesus. 

Her life-changing ministries in 

education, health, and social justice 

are part of what I think Jesus refers to 

as the fullness of life. Here in the 

Catholic Diocese of Sokoto-Nigeria, 

the Commission for Dialogue and 

Ecumenism each year undertakes 

activities that enhance the life of the 

community — politically, socially, and 

spiritually. In a nation besieged with 

life-threatening situations, fullness of 

life is an appropriate gospel to preach.  

On July 8, 2018, the Commission 

organized a free medical outreach to 

attend to the physical needs of the 

Christian and Muslim communities of 

Kafur local government at Gidan-

Maikambu. The free medical services 

were meant to achieve two things: 

1)  Find an avenue for expressing 

the love of Jesus to the wider 

community of Muslims and non-

Catholics — for Jesus loved all who 

came to him. The free medical 

services gave the entire Local 

Government the love of the Church 

through her care for the sick. 

2)   Serve as a means of interacting 

with the community, in a nation 

divided along ethnic and religious 

affiliations.  

The free medical services were 

made possible by a team of 20 

doctors, five pharmacists, two lab 

A team of Catholic physicians, nurses, 

pharmacists, and other medical 

personnel from Sokoto, Zamfara, 

Katsina, Zaria and Kaduna States in 

northern Nigeria donated their services 

to see local citizens. The clinic drew 

5,000 patients, with medics able to see 

1,000 people in the time allotted. 

Besides the needed medical care, the 

clinic also fostered good will among 

the predominantly Muslim population in 

the area.  

 

 

 

Story by Fr. Stephen Ojapah, MSP —  

priest in charge of Gidan-Maikambu 

Pastoral Area and the Director of 

Dialogue and Ecumenism in the 

Catholic Diocese of Sokoto. 

(John 10:10) 

FREE CLINIC HOSTED BY MSP IN NIGERIA TREATS 1,000 PATIENTS 
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technicians, and 73 nurses and 

support personnel from Sokoto, 

Zamfara, Katsina, Zaria, and Kaduna 

States. More than 5,000 patients 

waited to be attended to by the 

Catholic caregivers — but only 1,000 

were able to be seen in the time 

available.  

The community of Gidan-

Maikambu, which served as host 

community for the outreach, came to 

a standstill due to the number of 

visitors. The joy of the host 

community was palpable —the people 

had never witnessed an event of this 

magnitude. At the end of the six-hour 

intensive medical attention given by 

the doctors, pharmacists, and nurses, 

we paid a courtesy visit to the Hakimi, 

the traditional ruler of the Local 

Government.  

At the palace, one phenomenal 

event happened. Before we left his 

palace, the Hakimi requested for 

prayers to be said. I directed one of 

the visiting medics to pray and the 

Hakimi was quite pleased at the end 

of the prayer. This gesture for us was 

quite symbolic because of the religious 

tensions and lack of cohesion we are  

trapped in. All we pray for is the 

courage to always confront our 

differences and our challenges as 

constructively as possible.  

With the success recorded during 

this outreach, continuity in this regard 

as a means of evangelization is 

necessary. This phase of outreach was 

made possible by financial assistance 

from good Samaritans from Lagos, 

Asaba, Abuja, Europe, and America. 

More can still be achieved with such 

support.  

One Muslim lady by name Hajara 

Mohammed told me in Hausa 

language, “Kazama ma na gwamnati, 

fada,” meaning, “You have become 

our government, Father.”  

Well, the life of the missionary is 

being all things to all people (1 Cor 

9:22). 



7   The Catholic Ambassador   

 

Veteran Missionary Visits Malawi 

Authority (STA) Mayanja in Kasungu 

District. Parts also fall under the 

jurisdiction of STA Mphomwa, 

Traditional Authority (TA) Chulu, TA 

Simlemba, STA Chisinga, and Senior 

Chief Kaluluma.  

Given that Malawi is the third 

poorest country in the world, after 

Central African Republic and 

Democratic Republic of Congo, many 

Christians in Bowe are faced with the 

daily struggles of poverty, sickness, 

and hunger. These challenges did not 

deter Fr. Adindu from visiting the 

people. As a matter of fact, these 

conditions motivated him to visit and 

put smiles on their faces.  

Before his arrival, he and his 

parishioners in the United Kingdom 

(Our Lady of Kirkstal, Catholic 

Diocese of Leeds) had funded a new 

roof for the church building of St. 

Dominic Chafisi, one of our 

outstations. The church, hitherto 

covered with grass, is now roofed 

with iron sheet. There was great 

jubilation when Fr. Adindu celebrated 

Holy Mass in that church on June 3, 

2018. 

   Bearing Gifts 

Fr. Adindu came with six big bales 

of items such as clothing, bags, shoes, 

jewelry, eye glasses, sports equipment, 

children’s clothing, and some cash 

donations. The generous gifts from 

his parishioners in the United 

Kingdom demonstrate their 

by Father Joseph Bola’ Kolade, MSP 

Sponsor a Missionary 

Priest Today! 
 

The Missionary Society of  

St. Paul has more than 100 

seminarians studying for the 

priesthood, with all of  them 

supported by the society. It 

costs more than $3,000 to 

keep each student in the 

seminary for one year—this 

is a challenging task for the 

society. You can be of  great 

help. Please contact us to 

sponsor a seminarian or 

make a financial 

contribution toward his 

training. 

 

Please use the enclosed 

envelope or send your donation 

to the address below. 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145 

Houston, TX 77230-0145 

 

Phone: (713) 747-1722  

Email: usamsp@yahoo.com  

In just their smile, they preach a 

message, one that says: what makes 

one happy is not material possession, 

but the knowledge of  an awesome 

God who is alive and gives life.  

T 
he homecoming visit of a 

beloved former pastor 

brought  immense joy to 

the people of Holy Family 

Parish Bowe in Mzuzu Diocese of 

Malawi this past summer.  Rev. Fr. 

Emmanuel Adindu, MSP, visited the 

parish from May 22 to June 7, 2018. 

Fr. Adindu’s return was reminiscent 

of St. Paul, who sometimes revisited 

places he had evangelized — to 

encourage and strengthen them in the 

faith (2 Corinthians 13:1-2). 

Judging by the reception accorded 

him, it was clear that Fr. Adindu 

worked very vigorously among the 

people during the ten years he spent 

with them. He came to the mission 

on December 20, 2003 and left on 

January 7, 2014. Within his short but 

eventful return visit, Fr. Adindu still 

spoke the language of the people 

fluently. This shows he truly 

integrated himself with the people 

while he was here — for to accept 

the challenges of a strange and 

foreign lifestyle, embracing the 

language and culture of the people is 

the hallmark of a true missionary.  

Before traveling, Fr. Adindu had 

asked the MSP priests now working 

in Bowe Parish how to assist the 

people. The parish is a rural one, 

situated north of Kasungu District in 

Malawi. It was created by the Late 

Bishop Joseph Zuza in 1995 and 

given to the Missionary Society of St 

Paul to administer. MSP priests have 

labored hard to build the parish 

spiritually, evidenced by the strong 

faith of the people. The parish has an 

estimated number of 45,000 active 

Catholics, worshipping in 81  

outstations and the parish center — 

spread across more than 100 villages. 

Each village has an estimated 

population of over 2,000 persons. 

Territorially, the parish falls under 

the jurisdiction of Sub Traditional 
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uncommon love to the needy in Bowe, 

Malawi. Many people, young and old, 

men and women, received something 

to take home. Some orphans, widows, 

elderly, and people living with 

HIV/AIDS were equally assisted with 

cash gifts to sustain their lives, start 

small businesses, and pay tuition fees.  

Having received these gifts, the 

People of God in Bowe expressed their 

deep appreciation and gratitude in 

writing to the donors and Fr. Adindu 

for remembering and coming to their 

aid. They observed that among all the 

MSP priests who had worked and left 

Bowe parish, Fr. Emmanuel Adindu is 

the first to revisit them.  

During the ten 

years of his 

missionary activity 

among the people, 

Fr. Adindu worked 

closely with the 

young people and 

local farmers within 

Bowe Parish. 

Through his tireless 

efforts many young 

people were able to 

discern their 

vocations in life — 

some who went on 

to attend institutions 

of higher education. 

Today, some are 

nurses, secondary 

school teachers, 

National Prison 

Service workers, and 

employees of the 

Malawi Immigration 

Service Commission.  

In addition, Fr. Adindu assisted 

local farmers to gain access to small 

loans from the government and micro 

finance institutions, allowing them to 

boost their agricultural productivity. 

Today, his efforts have grown to 

become a cooperative society with large 

warehouses for preserving and storing 

farm products. This has helped many 

people in Malawi to have access to 

food during the hunger periods. This is 

a testament to the fact that Fr. Adindu 

not only worked to improve the 

spiritual life of the people, but their 

material well-being, as well. 

Indeed, Fr. Adindu’s visit was a 

great blessing to the people and a 

huge encouragement to the brothers 

now working in the parish. His short 

visit to Malawi revealed that loving 

the people and helping the needy in 

their situation, is the true identity of 

a missionary. The people of Bowe 

were very happy and appreciated this 

kind gesture from their priest. Since 

his departure, they continue to say: “A 

Bambo Adinduwakachitamakola,  

Chiutawatumbikeni,” meaning “Fr. 

Adindu has done so well, may the 

Lord bless him.” 

 

By Fr. Joseph Bola’ Kolade, MSP, 

now serving Holy Family Parish, Bowe 

Kasungu, Malawi. 
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 Walk 4 the Missions Nets 

More than $27K to Fund 

Projects at MSP Missions 

T 
he Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

(AMSP), along with dozens of 

friends of the MSP, gathered at 

Tom Bass Regional Park in Houston on a 

sunny May 4, 2019, to raise funds for 

projects at MSP communities in Africa and 

elsewhere. With 175 walkers and another 

300 supporters, the event raised $27,700 for 

mission projects.  

Mission Development Director, Fr. 

Aloysius Nzekwe, told the walkers they have 

touched the lives of hundreds of poor 

people. In Kenya, a hostel was constructed 

to house more than 200 young girls who 

attend school away from home. In Malawi, a 

new school was built.  

“As soon as the school opened, it was 

full,” Fr. Aloysius reported. “There is no 

other school within miles. The families are 

very grateful. Thank you for all your efforts 

and your sacrifice.” 

This year’s walk featured children’s 

activities, including egg races, balloons, and 

sack races. Hot dogs grilling over a charcoal 

fire welcomed walkers back after one to 

four laps around the lake.  

St. Martin de Porres Parish once again 

won the prize for most funds raised and the 

highest number of walkers. The Nigerian 

Society had the most registrants.  

Oscar and Sherri Moreno traveled from 

Salado, Texas, for her checkup at M.D. 

Anderson Cancer Center on May 3, and 

decided to stay an extra day so they could 

take part. They are parishioners at St. 

Stephen Parish, where Fr. Jude Uche, MSP, 

is now pastor. Fr. Aloysius had previously 

been their pastor.  

“The MSP priests are so giving, and so 

loving, you can just see their faith exude — 

making you want to be a part of that 

spirituality,” Sherri said.  

“Father Aloy spearheaded our church 

campaign,” Oscar added. “We were in a 

mobile home previously.”  

Sherri added that Fr. Jude is continuing 

the momentum at St. Stephen, a parish 

growing in numbers and faith. Inspired by 

the example of their MSP pastors, many 

Houston-area Catholics paid it forward to 

less fortunate families in Africa.  



Summer 2019 The Missionary Society of St. Paul   10 

 



11   The Catholic Ambassador   

 

A 
henakaa John Ônov-

Mbanorr, seventh child in a 

family of 20. According to 

my mother, my life began on Jan. 1, 

1965, and through one thing and 

another, that life continues to date in 

the family of the late Pa Vincent 

Ônov-Mbanorr Gire and Mama 

Benedicta Atese Ônov-Mbanorr. 

I had my primary and secondary 

education in Benue State at St. Anne’s 

Extension Primary School (now 

LGED Haanya Adikpo), from 1972-

78. Then, Adikpo Community 

College (now Adikpo Comprehensive 

College), from 1978-80. I next moved 

to Mbagwa Community Secondary 

School Lessel in 1981.  

On November 7, 1984, I was 

admitted into the Missionary 

Seminary of St. Paul in Iperu-Remo 

Ogun State, where I had my initial 

spiritual formation. From1985-88, I 

did the required studies in 

Philosophy. In October 1988, I began 

my studies in Theology, completing 

in 1992. I had the privilege of being 

ordained a Deacon the previous year 

on December 7, 1991, by my home 

Bishop, Bishop P.F Sheehan, OSA; 

however I was not ordained a priest 

with my classmates. In October 1992, 

at the beginning of that academic 

year, I came back to the National 

Missionary Seminary as Coordinator 

of Pastoral Theological Reflections 

with the students of theology in my 

former seminary. 

I was raised to the Order of the 

Presbyterate on June 5, 1993, by the 

then Most Rev. Dr. John Onaiyekan, 

the Bishop of Abuja (Now John 

Cardinal Onaiyekan, the Archbishop 

of Abuja Archdiocese and the 

Ordinary of Missionary Society of St. 

Paul), becoming a second member of 

the MSP to be ordained alone and 

also called John! 

My initial assignment was to 

Iperu-Remo Ogun State to 

Ambassador publications and mission 

office as personnel manager and 

bookshop manager. I later served as 

First Mission Representative and for a 

brief period of time was Acting 

Bursar General of the MSP before 

going on mission.  

My missionary journeys have been 

in Africa and Europe:  

• South Africa, Bethlehem 

Diocese (1994-2003) 

• United Kingdom, Leeds and 

Westminster Archdioceses 

(2003-2008) 

• South Africa, Kroonstad 

Diocese (2008-2013) 

• Cameroon, Buea Diocese, 

(2013-2016)  

• Cameroon Douala Archdiocese 

(2016-present) 

My pastoral ministry over the past 

25 years has been very varied; From 

1995-2003, I served as Judicial Vicar 

for the Diocese of Bethlehem and 

Associate Judicial Vicar for 

Bloemfontein Archdiocese. I pursued 

graduate studies in Canon Law in 

South Africa. While in the United 

Kingdom, I worked in the parish and 

later studied hospital care and 

chaplaincy at St. Mary’s University in 

Twickenam, becoming the first 

African Chaplain to the Whittington 

Hospital, North London.  

And while in Buea Diocese 

Cameroon, I worked in the parish 

and was Canon Law Lecturer at John 

Paul II Institute of Theology, from 

2013-2016.  

I have a wide variety of hobbies 

ranging from sports, travel, meeting 

people, photography, creative writing, 

reading, listening to music, dancing, 

and letter-writing. 

“In everything, we are continually bearing the  

marks of the crucified Jesus.”    — 2 Cor. 4:10 

Silver Jubilee Reflection by Very Rev. Fr. Ahenakaa John Ônov-Mbanorr, MSP 

The only MSP to celebrate his Silver Jubilee in 2018,  

Very Rev. Fr.Ahenakaa John Ônov-Mbanorr,  was recognized as part of the 

Diaconate ordination celebration on December 9, 2018.   
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I 
 had a very touching 

experience recently. One old 

mama in the village sent word 

that “Abuna” (Father) should 

bring her Jesus. I went for a funeral 

that day in the same village, but while 

returning to base, I could not reach 

her. Later the next day, I returned to 

visit her.  

Immediately, she caught sight of 

me as I approached — she came out 

of her hut and hugged me. She then 

led me into the hut. At first I 

struggled to breathe, because not 

only was the room stuffy, but the 

stench emanating from it, repugnant. 

But I directed my gaze to the 

wrinkled, yet excited face of my 

hostess. Her face radiated with joy as 

she tried to narrate how she missed 

coming to church and how she had 

not received communion since Fr. 

Neol Ugoagwu, MSP, who worked 

here for some years and was recently 

reassigned to another mission, left 

the parish. 

She went on to tell me stories of 

what she had gone through for the 

past three months, the various 

struggles with feeding, falling several 

times because of her unsteady gait, 

her failing health, and her many 

struggles. Her thoughts focused on 

why the new Abuna had refused to 

come see her.  

She went on and on, while Paul 

Modo, my interpreter, struggled to 

keep up with her. When she finished, 

I sympathized with her and 

apologized for not coming sooner to 

see her. I explained why I had not 

been able to come, and promised to 

visit her more frequently.  

She kept on saying, “Shurkran 

Abuna, Umobebe,” a mixture of 

Arabic and Otuho language which 

means, “Thank you so very much, 

Father.” 

After about 15 minutes of  

dialogue, she finally invited me to 

Please, Father — Bring Me Jesus! 
by Fr. Patrick Igwe, MSP 

give her Jesus, to 

which I obliged. She 

followed the prayers 

devoutly with an air 

of love and desire; 

and responded in her 

native Arabic, while I 

prayed in English. I 

watched and 

marveled with great 

awe at the intense 

desire and reverence 

with which this old 

woman received 

Jesus. 

As I paid 

attention to our 

conversation, I was 

so inspired and taken 

in to her ecstasy of 

joy and beauty. Even 

with wrinkles, I 

could see how 

beautiful she still 

looks as she smiled 

and talked at the 

same time. Even 

though it was a small 

hut, I felt 

comfortable and 

struggled to 

remember the odor 

when I first entered 

the room. I felt a 

calm breeze on my 

skin, followed by 

goose bumps, then a 

certain joy and 

fulfillment. Before I 

left, I went closer to 

her and gave her a 

hug and reiterated 

my promise to see 

her soon and more 

often. As I left the 

hut to return to the 

parish, I muttered 

silently, “Thank you, 

Jesus for this 

privilege.” 

Above, Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, MSP, distributes Holy 

Communion in Malawi. Below, the author, Fr. 

Patrick Igwe, MSP, prays for a member of his 

parish community who is confined to a 

wheelchair in South Sudan. Bringing prayer, 

liturgies, and the Eucharist across vast parish 

boundaries requires stamina, dedication, and 

resources to make the journeys.    
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The Missionary Society of St. Paul  

celebrated its 18th annual 

Appreciation Mass & Luncheon at St. 

Peter the Apostle Church in Houston 

on October 27, 2018. The event 

brought together priests, nuns, 

friends, and members of the 

Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

(AMSP) — including 16 who were 

formally admitted as new members 

during the service.  

The Catholic African American 

Mass Choir joyfully led the 

congregation in several beautiful 

hymns, including “God is Love” by 

M. Roger Holland, “Here I Am, 

Lord” by Dan Schutte, “I Know 

Something About God’s Grace” by 

Clifford Petty, and “Every Praise” by 

Hezekiah Walker. 

Most Rev. Joseph N. Perry, 

Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, flew to 

Houston to preside over the Mass, 

delivering a powerful message about 

the importance of community in the 

Catholic faith. “We cannot be 

Christians alone,” he said.  

“It is in the parish where one 

receives ongoing instruction and 

challenge to live authentically the 

message of the Gospel. It is in the 

parish where one receives the 

sacraments, those various grace 

encounters with Christ, issued forth 

from the words and actions of Jesus 

during his own ministry. It is in the 

parish where one is nurtured by the 

culture of fellow believers that are 

needed along the road of discipleship 

in a world and society seemingly 

indifferent to the spiritual life,” 

Bishop Perry preached.  

“Instead of an individual or 

private response, we believe the 

Church founded by Christ is first and 

foremost a community of faith and 

that we are obliged to be here in the 

school of faith as a Christian practice 

at least weekly to rehearse His Word 

and share this Eucharist in his 

With Gratitude in Houston 
Missionary Society of St. Paul 18th Annual Appreciation Event 

memory as He begged us to,” he 

continued.  

“From the words and actions of 

Jesus, it is clear that Christianity is a 

group experience, not just a private 

individual response,” Bishop Perry 

explained, citing the 12 apostles, the 

72 evangelizers who prepared villages 

for Jesus’ arrival, the Last Supper, and 

St. Paul’s establishment of Christian 

communities in the Mediterranean 

basin as proofs “that this religion of 

ours is a religion of the group, not a 

religion of the individual.” 

He spoke of the Mass and 

gathering as an opportunity for the 

missionary priests from Africa who 

serve in the United States to gather in 

community and reminded everyone 

that as Catholics, we all are mission-

minded Christians.   

Bishop Perry said he and other 

Bishops have graciously received 

MSP priests as pastors — and found 

that they come with stalwart faith and 

the true spirit of evangelization. 

Following Mass, 200 worshippers 

walked next door to the St. Paul 

School gymnasium, transformed into 

a dining hall decorated with 18 flags 

of the nations where MSP serves. The 

afternoon included a silent auction, 

raffle, awards, and a presentation on 

updates of MSP mission projects in 

developing countries.   

St. Peter Claver Knights of 

Columbus provided the honor guard 

for Mass. Fr. Martin Eke, MSP, was 

awarded the Fisher of Men award for 

the work he has done as pastor, 

leading St. Francis of Assisi Parish’s 

recovery from damage sustained 

during Hurricane Harvey. Lois 

Coleman received the Shield of Faith 

award for her long-time dedication to 

the walkathon and other AMSP 

events. Anne Peterson was presented 

the Armor of Courage Award for 

helping with this semi-annual 

publication. 

Most Reverend Bishop Joseph N. Perry, 

shown above with Fr. Aloysius Nzekwe, 

MSP, is auxiliary bishop in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago where the MSP 

has three priests serving at three 

parishes — St. Margaret of Scotland 

Church, St. Kilian Church, and Corpus 

Christi Church.  

 

Bishop Perry serves as postulator for the 

cause to canonize Father Augustus 

Tolton, who was born a slave in Missouri, 

but escaped with his mom and siblings to 

Illinois in 1862. After attending seminary 

in Rome because no American seminary 

would admit him, Fr. Tolton was ordained 

in 1886 as the nation’s first identified 

black priest.  

 

Bishop Perry is also an instructor in 

canon law at the Marquette University 

Law School and Mundelein Seminary.  
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W 
hen a man is called and 

chosen by God to the 

priesthood, he is by virtue 

of ordination configured to Christ the 

High Priest to mediate between God 

and His people (Heb. 5:1). This is 

why ordinations bring joy to the 

Church. Like a journey of a thousand 

miles that begins with a single step, 

eight deacons were ordained priests 

for the missions on  June 23, 2018, at 

the National Missionary Seminary of 

St. Paul, Gwagwalada-Abuja, a fitting 

culmination to nine years of 

formation.  

The solemn liturgical procession 

began from the seminary chapel — as 

the deacons gorgeously dressed in 

their vestments — walked profoundly 

to the altar, followed by numerous 

priests from across the country. The 

ordaining prelate was Most Rev. Dr. 

Eamon Martin, the Catholic 

Archbishop of Armagh and Primate 

of all Ireland. The joyous crowd of 

religious, lay faithful, families, and 

friends of the deacons melodiously 

sang the traditional hymn, “Priestly 

People,” ushering all into the 

Eucharistic celebration. 

Before the Mass began, the 

Superior General of the Missionary 

Society of St. Paul, Very Rev. Victor 

Onwukeme, MSP, welcomed all 

present to the thirty-fourth priestly 

ordination of the Society and thanked 

everyone for coming. He equally 

prayed for journey mercies for all 

upon their returns to their various 

destinations. He reserved special 

thanks for the ordaining prelate who 

had come to Africa for the first time. 

He also thanked those to be ordained 

for having generously donated 

themselves for the service of God.  

The Archbishop in his homily 

thanked the formation team for 

working tirelessly in forming the 

deacons spiritually, humanly, 

pastorally, and intellectually. He 

reiterated the fact that a vocation to 

the priesthood and religious life is 

birthed in the family. This is because 

the family is the first place we are 

loved and learn to love. What is 

more, faith is first and foremost 

handed on in the family. This is why 

the Church refers to the family as the 

domestic church.  

To the deacons, he said, “Let the 

Eucharist be part of your lives and 

always cooperate in the work of 

Christ — who has chosen you this 

day with genuine joy — and love each 

new day of your lives.”  

He reminded them that the life of 

a priest is that of sacrifice. For this 

reason, they must always be disposed 

to serving the people of God with 

unalloyed zeal and dedication. He 

further encouraged them to take after 

St. Paul, their patron — who was 

always looking out for God’s flock, 

by Chikodi Mbata 

Vocation to the Priesthood  
is Born in the Family 
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The Canonization of  Pope Paul VI 

and Archbishop Oscar Romero  
by Hannah Brockhaus, Catholic News Agency 

O 
n May 19, 2018, the Vatican announced that Blessed Pope Paul VI 

and Blessed Oscar Romero would be canonized on October 14, 

2018.  

They were canonized alongside four others, namely, Bl. Francesco 

Spinelli, a diocesan priest and founder of the Institute of the Adorers of the 

Blessed Sacrament; Bl. Vincenzo Romano, a diocesan priest from Torre de 

Greco in Italy; Bl. Maria Caterina Kasper, a German nun and founder of the 

Institute of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ; and Nazaria Ignazia of 

Saint Teresa of Jesus, founder of the Congregation of the Misioneras 

Cruzadas de la Iglesia Sisters.  

Born Giovanni Montini in 1897 in the town of Concesio, Italy, the future 

Pope Paul VI was ordained a priest at the age of 22. He served as 

Archbishop of Milan prior to his election as Bishop of Rome in 1963. As 

pope, he oversaw much of the Second Vatican Council, which had been 

convoked by Pope St. John XXIII, and in 1969 promulgated a new Roman 

Missal. He died in 1978, and was beatified by Pope Francis on October 19, 

2014.  

Apart from his role in the council, Paul VI is most widely known for his 

landmark encyclical Humanae Vitae, which was published in 1968 and 

reaffirmed the Church’s teaching against contraception in the wake of the 

sexual revolution. The miracle attributed to Paul VI's intercession involves 

the healing of an unborn child. 

Blessed Oscar Romero, who was beatified by Pope Francis on May 23, 

2015, in El Salvador, was the Archbishop of the nation's capital city of San 

Salvador. He was shot while celebrating Mass on March 24, 1980, during the 

birth of a civil war between leftist guerrilla forces and the dictatorial 

government of the right. An outspoken critic of the violence and injustices 

being committed at the time, Romero was declared a martyr — killed in 

hatred of the faith for his vocal defense of human rights. 

Check out the updated MSP 

website at 

www.mspfathers.org 

especially those on the fringes of 

society. Lastly, he urged them to live 

exemplary lives, which will invariably 

win more souls for Christ. 

The ordination rite continued 

after the homily with the litany of 

saints, laying on of hands, prayers of 

consecration, investiture, anointing 

of hands, presentation of gifts and 

the kiss of peace by the Archbishop 

and other concelebrating priests. The 

newly ordained were each given a 

crucifix as a symbol of the life of 

sacrifice they have embraced. 

Newly ordained priests were 

assigned to their first missionary 

appointments: 

• Fr. Simon-Peter Inalegwu 

Akpoja, MSP — Abeokuta; 

• Fr. Israel Anaweokhai, MSP — 

Abuja; 

• Fr Emmanuel Braimoh, MSP — 

Promotions Office  

• Fr. Peter Francis Nnamdi 

Chikere, MSP — Lagos 

• Fr. Lawrence Chukwuemeka 

Ojobo, MSP — Nnewi; 

• Fr. Stanley Ugwoha, MSP — 

Onitsha 

• Fr. Henry Nkemakolam 

Chibuike Emeka, MSP — 

Bomadi 

• Fr. Matthias Ukpong, MSP — 

Sokoto Diocese 

The sponsors of the newly 

ordained were later called out for 

recognition and blessing. Very Rev. 

Fr. Patrick Etuk, MSP, gave the vote 

of thanks, while the Archbishop gave 

the final blessing:  

“We pray that God may imbue the 

newly ordained priests with His grace in 

order to exercise fruitful priestly ministry. 

Amen!” 
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Missionary Orientation 2018 
By Fr. Phyllisbeto Kayode Gomez, MSP 

T 
he psalmist declared, 

“How good and pleasant it 

is when brethren dwell in 

unity” (Ps 133, 1). It was 

with joy that a group of MSP priests 

going on mission alongside the 2018 

Ordination class converged at the 

headquarters for an orientation 

program, August 28-30, 2018. In the 

words of Very Rev. Fr. Augustine 

Ogar, MSP, “The headquarters is the 

center from where every MSP is 

sent.” 

The program officially began with 

Mass, presided by Very Rev. Fr. 

Ralph Asika, MSP. Presentations 

were made over the next two days.  

The Spirit of the Missionary 

Very Rev. Fr. Matthias Efiri 

Selemobri, MSP reflected on the 

theme “The Spirit of the Missionary” 

using MSP Constitutions article 5#1.  

According to him, a missionary 

should have the love of Christ and be 

a witness to this love. As love of 

Christ urged St Paul to carry out his 

works, this same love should be our 

inspiration (2 Cor 5.14).  It should 

motivate us to give ourselves for the 

mission. Since the missionary is sent 

by the Church, collaboration with 

others and fidelity to the Church’s 

teachings is essential in cultivating a 

sincere missionary spirit. 

A Missionary as an 
Ambassador 

Fr. Joseph Numhuange, SMA 

reminded all the participants that to 

be a missionary is “to go out.” One is 

sent as an ambassador, to represent 

the sender. As missionaries, one 

represents God, his country, and 

family. He urged all not to presume 

or assume too much. According to 

him, a missionary should be calm and 

friendly with the people and his 

colleagues. He should be a good 

listener, keep boundaries, study, and 

be connect with the community. 

Missionaries Ought To 
Identify With the People 

Superior General, Very Rev. Fr. 

Victor Onwukeme, MSP, hinged his 

presentation on St. Paul’s address at 

the Areopagus in Acts 17:22-28. 

According to him, since St. Paul 

addressed the Gentiles using Greek 

poetry to communicate the message 

of God, all missionaries should 

borrow a page from his example by 

identifying with the culture, language, 

food, and customs of the people they 

are sent to serve. However, in 

presenting something new, the 

missionary must first consider the 

do’s and don’ts of the people; since 

every place has its own peculiar ethos. 

He thus, asked all to be attentive to 

the people they serve.  

Living an Exemplary Life 

In his presentation, Very Rev. Fr. 

Raphael Asika, MSP, reminded all 

that the sexual abuse of children and 

vulnerable adults by clergy are crimes 

against God and humanity. He held 

that although research and 

investigations have shown that sexual 

abuse of children and vulnerable 

adults are not peculiar to the clergy 

alone, the clergy must show evidence 

of righteous living owing to the 

exemplary life they are called to live. 

He urged all to make a difference and 

live good, holy, and chaste lives. He 

concluded that cultivating a genuine 

prayer life and keeping healthy 

professional boundaries are of utmost 

importance in living a chaste priestly 

life. To this end, we must obey the 

words of Jesus to “watch and pray 

that you may not fall into temptation” 

(Matt 26,41).   

Greatest Asset of Society is 
the Priest 

The Bursar General encouraged 

all to be committed in doing their 

work; for God never forgets those 

who expend their energies in His 

vineyard.  He mentioned that the 

greatest asset of the Society is the 

priest. He encouraged all to pray for 

our benefactors and benefactresses 

who support the Society in order to 

carry out her mission. He concluded 

by appealing to all to join in 

promoting the Society in the 

missions. 

Mass of the Holy Spirit 

The Orientation program 

culminated in the Mass of the Holy 

Spirit presided over by the Superior 

General. In his homily, he advised all 

to seek the wisdom of God; the 

wisdom which confounded the Jews 

on account of the Messiah’s suffering. 

It is this wisdom that makes 

missionaries to leave their homes to 

preach Christ crucified. For him, only 

this wisdom will make a missionary a 

good example in a world bedeviled 

with evils.  
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T 
he image of the Risen Christ 

is a symbol of freedom. It 

was carved by Brandon 

Babineaux, a sculptor from 

Iberia Parish in South Central Louisiana. 

This image was sculpted from a cypress 

tree from the historic Bayou Teche. 

Bayou Teche originated in Port Barre, 

St. Landry Parish, more than 250 years 

ago. The bayou winded its way 

through St. Martin, Iberia, St. Mary, and 

several other parishes in Louisiana. 

Some of the towns include Port Barre, 

Leonville, Cecilia, Breaux Bridge, 

Loreauville, New Iberia, Jeanerette, 

Charenton, and others.  

The image of the Risen Christ is 

significant to the parishioners of St. 

Francis of Assisi because many of them 

originated from this same region of 

Louisiana. Enslaved Africans lived and 

worked in sugarcane plantations, rice 

farms and other crop farms along the 

Bayou Teche. The bayou received the 

blood, sweat and tears of the slaves and 

nourished the cypress tree. The image of 

the Risen Christ represents the freedom 

of our ancestors and a reminder of our 

own freedom. We are, therefore, a 

Resurrection  

People. The old has gone, the new is 

here! (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

May God bless those who contributed to 

this project and grant the prayers of those who 

pray before the image of the Risen Christ. 

Amen. 

St. Francis of Assisi Church Restoration Complete 
Parishioners at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Houston, Texas, celebrated a Mass of Blessing of the 

Restored Church on March 29, 2019. The church was severely damaged in August 2017 during Hurricane 

Harvey. On Dec. 16, 2018, the parish dedicated a new shrine on parish grounds that houses a sculpture of the 

Risen Christ. Fr. Martin Eke, MSP, describes the artwork’s meaning and origins.  

Above: Hundreds of parishioners and friends of St. Francis of Assisi 

attended the Mass of Blessing of the Restored Church on March 19 in 

Houston, celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop George A. Sheltz. Fr. Martin 

Eke, MSP, and parishioners, continually made accommodations while the 

church was being restored, never missing a weekend Mass. Below: 

Archbishop Emeritus Joseph A. Fiorenza blesses the new Shrine of the 

Risen Christ at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Dec. 16, 2018.  



Why not consider sponsoring  
a Missionary priest today? 
The Missionary Society of St. Paul sponsors projects in the regions where we serve —to 

better the lives of local residents. Consider a gift to support MSP Missions using the 

envelope provided within this edition of The Catholic Ambassador.  

Visit us  

on the web at 

www.mspfathers.org 

Email: usamsp@yahoo.com  

For further information, contact: 
Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145  |  Houston, TX 77230-3145 

Tel 713-747-1722 | Fax 713-741-0245 


